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A Message From Our Pastor

If you haven’t signed up for Online 
Giving. Please go to our parish 

website (stignatiussf.org) and click on the Online 
Giving button. If you need help please contact 
Maureen Corrigan at mfcorrigan@usfca.edu

All parishioners, please verify your 
information in our database. Go to 

our parish website (stignatiussf.org) and click on the 
ConnectNow button. Click the New User? link to 
display the New User Registration Form:

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It’s wonderful to see the pews fill up as summer comes to a close and we ready ourselves for the year ahead. Both Children’s 
and Adult Faith Formation programs are underway, and the pace of preparations for our Centennial celebration has been 
notched up. Be sure to RSVP for the Dinner and Dancing after the 5:00 p.m. Mass on October 4!

While many of you were away, we had a special Mass and hospitality on August 2, which was the actual 100th anniversary 
of the dedication of our church. It was a beautiful liturgy, at the end of which Kari Novatney, one of the Co-Chairs of the 
Parish Council, read the Apostolic Blessing bestowed on St. Ignatius Parish by Pope Francis. The blessing is on display in the 
sanctuary this weekend.

Also during the summer, at the end of July, Paul McWilliams informed me of his decision to take the Music Director position 
at St. Augustine Parish in Oakland. As I wrote in the bulletin then, Paul has been an invaluable member of our parish 
community for nearly six years. He was instrumental in reenergizing our 9:30 choir, he introduced and helped shape our 
annual Lessons and Carols and seasonal Reconciliation Services, and much more, all with his distinctive charm and good 
humor. We are grateful for the mark he has left on our worship and on our community. We wish him all God’s best!

Clearly, then, we are in transition in our liturgical music program. The timing is providential, however, because we are 
nearing the end of our national search for a Music Director; I hope to announce this hire in the next several weeks. He 
or she will oversee the music at all our Masses, as well as our special events. He or she will also be responsible for the 
implementation of a plan to enhance our parish-wide experience of sung prayer. This plan was developed a year ago, when 
Fr. Stephen came aboard as Worship Director. I asked him to bring his advanced degrees in liturgy and his experience in 
liturgical music to bear on this project. With my approval, he, together with our Choir Directors, began its implementation.

The plan comes from both the best practices of liturgical music, as offered by the national organization of liturgical 
musicians, and Fr. Stephen’s experience in other parishes. It involves such things as enhancing the role of the cantor and 
providing worship aids at all liturgies, as well as improving the sound system (thank you for your patience!). It also involves 
the deliberate, temporary shrinking of the song repertoire and a conscious introduction and repetition of new songs, in order 
to improve familiarity with them among a larger portion of the assembly. We have yet to implement other elements of the 
plan, such as short rehearsals before Mass, more deliberate seasonal variations, and the possible repositioning of the choir. 
All of these measures are intended to help us become a people of God who pray and sing more fully and more consciously. 
From my vantage point, I have noticed a significant increase in participation. Please keep it up!

A brief word about the 11:00 Mass. When Jonathan Dimmock resigned last winter, we began to consider creating the 
Music Director position. Unfortunately that takes time, and we could not find the leadership or choir members (most of 
whom were not our generous parishioner volunteers) to continue the type of music that has characterized that Mass. It is 
my expectation that when we bring on the new Music Director, we will reestablish the choir (with more parishioners choir 
members!) and the unique sound that has characterized the 11:00.

This kind of transition is a slow, multi-year process. We have begun well, and for this I thank everyone who has played a 
part thus far. I am especially grateful to the members of the 9:30 Choir who have generously ridden through the changes and 
frequently substituted at the 11:00 these months. I thank you, too, for your own generosity and good will. I am confident that 
we will continue to witness our community’s transformation through and during the breaking of the Bread.

As always, oremus pro invicem.

Fr. Greg


