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Dear Brothers and Sisters –
Our parish centennial celebration of the dedication of our magnificent church was, well, magnificent! We began by 
burying a time capsule at the base of the campanile, under the cornerstone of the 1880 church that was destroyed by the 
great fire of 1906. (A list of the contents of the time capsule is available on our website.) Mass started with a lovely and 
striking procession of parishioners representing the many different ministries of our parish and carrying symbols of those 
ministries, followed by the liturgical ministers, more than two dozen Jesuit priests and Archbishop Cordileone. The Mass 
was exceptional. The regular 9:30 choir was augmented by other parishioners for this event, and they sang and led us 
beautifully. In my homily, I made the point that all those gathered to celebrate, as varied as we are in experience, opinion 
and more, are members of the Body of Christ, and that Body is incomplete without any one of us. (The entire text is also 
available on the website.) In honor of the theme of our Centennial – Honoring Our Past, Building our Future – Mass 
concluded with a blessing of our elders and our youth by the Archbishop.

Then came the party in Memorial Gym. Oh, my – what an extraordinary event! Seating, feeding and entertaining 560 
people is no easy task, and the committee succeeded spectacularly. The space was transformed beautifully, the food 
was delicious, the silent auction and raffle items kept people bidding, the music and dancing were unbelievably fun and 
inclusive, and the Giants cooperated marvelously. I say with all sincerity that it was likely the best party in San Francisco 
that night. In any case, it was clearly a grand and very fun celebration of our parish community.

Such an event comes about only with careful planning and great generosity. I want to thank Vanita and Austin Louie for 
their creativity in collecting documents, letters, and photos for the time capsule. The Worship Commission outdid itself 
in its planning and execution of the liturgy. And the choir was magnificent. Barbara St. Marie, Don Crean, Ray Frost and 
Fr. Stephen deserve special acknowledgement for their hard work in providing us with such a beautiful and powerful 
experience of prayer. I am grateful to Christine Kennedy and Julie Shanagher for their vision and long hours over many 
months, in order to bring about such a wonderful party. Christina Antipa did a terrific job in handling the reservations 
and putting together fun tables, and Jill Lynch coordinated the efforts that produced a beautiful video about St. Ignatius 
Parish. Thank you to Fran van Bergen for her gracious generosity in coordinating it all. And my sincere gratitude to 
the scores of volunteers who helped produce the event. Finally, I want to acknowledge the roll of the Parish Council. 
Over the course of two meetings last spring, through respectful and prayerful conversation, they carefully discerned an 
appropriate and inclusive way for our parish community to celebrate together. It’s clear they listened to the Spirit well – 
our individual and communal experiences were confirmation of their discernment. Thank you all very much.

Archbishop Cordileone concluded his letter with this lovely prayer: “I hope that your beautiful church is still standing 
one hundred years from now, but more importantly that your community will still be a beacon of hope, shedding Christ’s 
light,  
a light which the darkness cannot overcome.” Amen!

Oremus pro invicem.

Fr. Greg

A Message From Our Pastor

Time Capsule - Vanita Louie, the time capsule 
coordinator would like to thank ALL the folks who 
contacted her and who submitted an item that was buried 
the time capsule.

Save the Date: Pope Francis has declared 2015 The 
Year of Consecrated Life. On Monday evening, October 
20th, there will be a special Evening Prayer at 7:00 pm 
in St. Mary’s Cathedral. This prayer, presided over by 
Archbishop Cordileone, will open thevents of The Year of 
Consecrated Life. Please join us for this special occasion. 

Support for the Divorced & Separated

1st & 3rd Wednesdays • 7:30-9:00 pm   
Saint Stephen’s Parish Hall  
601 Eucalyptus Drive, S.F. 

Are you, or is someone you know, suffering from the 
pain of separation or divorce? SDCASF (Separated and 
Divorced Catholics of the Archdiocese of San Francisco) 
can help! Divorce support groups can provide a safe 
place for those experiencing pain from the end of 
a relationship in finding fellowship and support as 
they make the adjustment to a new life. For further 
information, contact Fr. Al Grosskopf, S.J., at 422-6698.


